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September Meeting

Have something for the newsletter? Contact SIPS at info@sipscameraclub. com.

the monopod, but nothing seemed to
work. Just as an aside, the mirror lockup feature on your DSLR camera can
also minimize vibration as well. If there
is a message here, it is this, “Experiment
and see what you get. If at first you
don’t succeed…try, try, again!”

For Sale

Linda Martin has an Epson R1900 photo
printer for sale. This printer was $350
new, and has seen very little use. The
price is $200, or best offer. Contact her
at lsmartin@siu.edu.

Meeting
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Chicago Skyline (photo: Jim Osborn)

Tech Savvy
by Jim Osborn

Recently I had the
opportunity to go to
Chicago and stay in one of
the nicer hotels along Michigan Avenue.
I always take my camera with me when I
travel and I try to anticipate what type of
shots I might be taking so I only lug
along the equipment I really think I might
use. One of my goals this trip was to get
night time images of downtown Chicago.
I decided to take my Canon camera, a 2870 f2.8 lens and my 70-200 f2.8 lens, and
a monopod. Through a little trial and
error I was able to get some decent
pictures (see the accompanying photo). I
thought I would share with you what
worked and what didn’t work. First, the
monopod was useless. For the longer
shutter speeds required to capture the
lighted skyline and busy streets, I was not
able to get a picture that was sharp
enough to meet my standards. Even
when I tried to prop the monopod against
a stationary object, images of 3-5 seconds
came out with noticeable blur. However,
the accompanying image was taken
through the window of my hotel room.
Here is what I did to capture this image.
First, I wanted a slow shutter speed to
capture streaks of light from cars
traveling along Ohio Street so I set the
ISO at 100 and the aperture at about f9.0
(in aperture priority mode). To minimize
the orange color and the dispersion of

were turned in last month. The winners
were:
1st place: Virginia Stith
light you tend to get when taking night
2nd place: Jim Osborn
pictures in the city, I set my exposure
3rd place: Bill Thomas
compensation at -2 stops. I moved a side In addition, we had our regular contest
table in the room right up to the window this month, "Planes, Trains, and
and propped up the camera body with
Automobiles." The winners were:
some thin materials until the lens was
1st place: Virginia Stith, "The
almost against the pane, pointed down at General"
the street. To assure I had the image set
2nd (tie): Dave Hammond, "The
in the camera, I used the “live view”
Challenger" and Mike Sanders, "The Blue
feature to make my final adjustments.
Angels"
Finally, to avoid even miniscule vibration Congratulations to all these winners!
from pressing down on the button to
Next month, our contest subject is
execute the picture, I set the camera to
"Patriotism."
take the picture with the auto-timer set at
10 seconds. As I pressed the button, I
removed my hands from the camera and
pulled the privacy window drapes
together tightly around the camera body
to minimize any reflection of ambient
light reflecting off the window. Oh,
yes…and I turned off all the lights in the
rooms as well. After 10 seconds, the
camera took the picture(s) with shutter
speeds ranging from 10-15 seconds. I
even experimented with images taken in Benton Auto Show, (Linda Bundren)
shutter priority mode set at 15 seconds. I
never could have handheld the camera or Parke County Outing
even ventured a decent effort with the
Our outing for November is to see the
monopod at those shutter speeds. I was
covered bridges of Parke County,
quite happy with the results.
Indiana. This outing will actually take
Unfortunately, my attempts to take
place in late October, on the 28th and
images of the skyline from the Adler
29th. We will leave Friday afternoon
Planetarium were not as successful. The around 5:30, stay overnight, and return
next time I try for a skyline shot from that Saturday evening. Contact Nancy for
location, I will definitely take a tripod,
reservations.
use live view, and use the timer feature. I
Our actual October outing is to the Ft.
think I took a dozen pictures trying to use Massac encampment on Oct. 15.
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